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qunstry- 1. After Obfervator, fince I 
faw you laft, i have been 
often thinking on the 


Maule in the Abjuration Bill, relating to the 
tamnover Succeffion. I find the Intent of that 
lavfe was farther to extinguifh the Hopes of 
be Pretended Prince of Wales; but i cannot 
lieve this a. fxfficient Provifion againft the 
retences of our Queens Enemies, without fome 
Additional Strength. 
Ob. As our Conftitution is founded upon 
he moft equitable Laws of Resjos and Nature , 
9 muft our Government be fupported by the 
Neclarative Laws of the People, who at firft 
nffitated it for their own Good.. This Law 
s not Binding or Affliive to any Honeft Man 
n England , for no One can bs compell’d toa 
Voluntary ‘AGion. Heavy Bodies are moved 
ypwards by a violent motion; but they deicend 
aturally to their Centre, Tho’ all true Eng- 
itmen are inclined to Defend Her Prefent Ma: 
ies Right, and That of Her Succeffors of the 
oufe of Hannover , yet was there a.reall Ne- 
fity of a Law of this Nature: Not that Oaths 
nd Penal Statutescan bind, Traytors to their 
ountry from Plotting againft our Eftablith- 
nent: But however, it is a Curb.in their Mouths, 
aid ftops the Poifondus Virulency. .of their 
- ‘ongues from infeéting the Credulous and lefs 
le patt 0 of Mankind: And this Effeét this 
Law has alread ady had, fince the Pafling of 
a, We have aa had ao Libel Printed a- 
t the Ie aa whereas we had many 
Hes bor 1.99 the Enemies of our Country 
mi Taras I fach a Liberty in all Pub- 
. ‘merly, 
he this AG is not fificlent’to.extin- 
i the Hopes of thi Pretended, Prince of 
is. But eae ae el] you, It is in the Power of 


em an be agar to effect it, if this 
cea 


of uppreffion of Vice, and 
emilee of a ue. Some People may 
re here eg ftrange Hypothefis; but 
fy pan Ate ive’ we ‘hh l yt Wana it De- 
rom.the Nature o vernment, 

ste the Reafon$. ar fopporting it...» 

“Couittry-m. Go on in Gods Name; I am fure 
your Difconrfe will be very pleafing to every 
One in the Company. 

Of. All Free-People in the World got their 
Liberty by their Virtue; and you never new a 
People Enflav'd tilt fach time as they became 

A ei On this Rock of Vertue did our Fore- 



































fathers | lay the Foundation of the Englifh Go- - 


We went and with the fame Materials muft 
fine aintain and Support it, That the Con- 
em of a Government, and the Liberties 
ol the People Die with the Virtues of the Peo- 

¢, is Evident. from the Deftraction of the Ro- 





ay ay) is by a Re-. 








man Empire, which never declin’d til the Peo- 
ple. grew Vicious, then Effeminate, and fo of 
Conquerors became Subjed?s and Slaves. So that 
in a fhort time after they had loft their /irtue, 

that Glorious People, who had extended their 
Dominions from a fmall Tra& of their owe 
Land over all the Countries from Eupbrates to 
Britain, were forced to Hire thofe very Barba- 
rians, whom they had formerly Conquered to 
Defend them againft their Enemies,as C. Tacitus 
fays of them, Quam Jnops Italia! Plebs Urbana 
Imbellis nibil in Exercstibus validum preter exter- 
nam. \ hey were grown Weak and Cowardly, 
Living an loglorions Life in Cities unacquain- 
ted with Gamps, and had nothing left of Mar- 
tial Prowefs, but what appeared for them in 
their Hired Legions, whofe Victories went in 
the Name of the Romans; and after the Battels 
of Philippi and Adium, their Armies confilted 
of Strangers, which before they had Conquered. 


‘So, that in effe& they were Subje&s to their 


own Slaves; For that fame Power which is able 
to Defend, ‘is able to Offend when it Pleafes. 
See here the moft Glorious People of the 
World over-come by their own Vices. The 
Patrician and Plebeian Families, out of which fo 
many brave Commanders had iprung, fallen, as 
Tacitus {ays, to the loweft Degree of Bafenefs- 
Plebs Sordida Circo & Theatris Sueta, On whicha 
Great Man of our own Remarks, That People 
which in Magnanimity furpaf'd all that bave been 


known in the World ,, who never found any Enter=— 


prize above their Spivit to undertake, and Power to 
accomplifh, witb thew Liberty loft all their Vigour 
and Virtue. They who by Votes bad difpofed of 
Kingdoms and Provinces, fell to defire aoihing 
but to Live and fee Plays. 
Duas tantum res anscius optat t 
Panem & Circenfes. Juven, Sat. 
if fome of our eeriants now-a-days were 
but as.terrible in the Field, as they are Gawdy 
in the, Play-Houfe, and knew as well how to 
Storm a Town, as they did to Scale a Lewd 
Womans Balcony, they’d do more Service to 
the Princes that Employ them. 
- Leould give you many other Inftances than 
the Romans,to prove: how fatal the Lofs of Ver- 
tue has been to Governments and Princes; ’tis 
true the Succefs of War does not determine the 
Jaftnefs of the Caufe, but want of Vertue 
would fpoil the beft Caufe in the World. Who- 
ever Reads the Accounts of the late Civil- 
Wars in England, will find that the misfortunes 
of King Charles the Firft, were chiefly owing 
to the Vices of his pretended Friends, who 
were carelefs of the Safety of his Royal Perfon, 
negligent in the Army, and given more to 





Plunder than to fecure a Victory , when as his. 


Enemies were Vigilant, Hardy and Stout, and 
negleGed no opportunity of promoting their 
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Caufe; fo ae} in this Prince ¢ the Old Adage 










is! inv peceet Rex, punitur Grex. For 
here the King, by Divine e Permiffion, fuftered — 
for the Sins of bis Fepeig.sed Fo Followers. .-[ 
give Home It to let you x how 
oy it is for ince 0 have. ao Ver. 
the and Piety about thea witholt w ae: all 
the Pretenfions to Loyalty are infignificant 
Trifles. 

Tho’ what I have faid has no Relation to the 
pretended Prince of Wales, yet is it in confe- 
quence a Proof of my Affettion, That Reformia- 
tion of Manners in England, is the fureft Way and 
Means, to extinguifh the Hopes of that Pretender. 
The Reafon of the thing is clear; for ifthe De- 

ruction of Vertue has in all Ages of the World 

en the Generation of Tyranny and Ufurpation, 
then it neceflarily follows, That to keepup a 
ftri& Exercife of Vertue and Morality in England 
is the way to keep our Liberties, and to keep 
out the pretended Prince of Wales, and the 
whole Race of Perkins. 

I fhould be very forry, Honeft Country-man, 
that my Difcourfe of Reformation of Manners, 
as neceflary to the Prefervation of our Govern. 
ment in Ghurch and State,fhou’d occafion fome 
Men in Power to encourage Vice, and fo level. 
the Mounds and Fences of our Government to 
make way for what willbe our Ruine. But 
the fafety of England is every Mans Care, and 
he that-is afraid to fpeak on Behalf of his Dear 
Country, | am fare will never be bold enough 
to Dye in its Service, which is-every Mans Du- 
ty, when the Neceflity of Affairs thall require 
it; and fuch Men as have-done it, God has won- 
derfully rewarded their good Services to their 
Country, in the Prefervation of their Pofterity. 
This thing (tho’ Young) | my felf have parti- 
cularly taken Notice of in the Courfe‘of Di- 
vine Providence. The Pofterity of our Patriots, 
tho’ perhaps they have riever been under the 
Smiles of Go urts, or have been the Favourites of 
Princes, yet God has wonderfully Bleft them in: 
their Private Affairs, and if not fo, the 
Name. of their Noble Progenitors hath Defcen- 
ded. upon them with a Savour like thai of pre: 
cious Qiatment, when the very Names of fitch 
as have Betrayed our Liberties, ftink in the 
Noftrilsof ail. good Men. © 

Vertue and Reformation of Manners, are the 
chief Security of the Princé and the People. 

Of the Prince in the firft Place. A Fhrone 
Eftablifhed in Righteoufinefs is moft Stable and. 
Lafting ; and fuch a Throne can never be fup- 
ported but by Men of ‘Virtue and Piety, A Pi- 
ous Prince, among Wicked Courttiers, is like a 
_ Jewel ona Dunghil, or a Rofe among Nettles, © ; 
and the things of Value give the greater Luftre 
when fhown among Rubbith,Yet agoad Prince 
is more in danger of being Corrupted by wick- 
ed Courtiers, than they are likely to be Refor- 
med by the Example of their Prince. “The 
Queen of Sheba, when fhe cane from fat to fee 
and hear the Wifdom of Solomon, fhe took parti- 
cular Notice of bis Servants, Pot the Wifdom “ 
of 2 Prince is manifeft to thé whole World in. 
the choice of his Servants, who move by his 
Direétion, and Execute bis Commiarids. ifwe 
fee @ Watch ftand ftitl, we may conclude, it’s 
want of Motion proceeds from the Defect of | 
the Spring, fo: if we find Minifters of State | & 
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Fraudulent and. irreligious, we may jot rd 
ftion the Prudence and Piety’ of their py, 
which employs them. If ieee theming 
would-wear Religion about them; gheir 
‘ers would foon came i F 
haps they are not fincere in their Profe{fian is 
a Diffembled Religion is lefs detrimental ;, 
Statethan open Prophanefs, Qualia Rex: 1 
Grex is too true a\Proverbto be contradig 
Such as theKing ts fuch will be the People, efpecially 
in England Thete the King is vefted with 
Power to force a Reformation. 

| Our Kings of England who have made choig 

| of Vertuous Minifters and Officers to re 
them, are the moft Glorious in our Chronic 
And fuch as have abandoned themfelves 4, 
Luxury and Vice, may be faid to have had th 
bare Title of Rings, and are Recorded in oy 
Annals only as Examples not to be immitate 
by Succeeding Monarchs; the Inglorious [jp 
and Profligate Court of King Charles 11, ag 
only leffened him in the Efteem of his Peop 
but gave fuch Encouragement to Vice that me 
feel the Effeéts of that Reign to this vey 
Day. 

Bieffed be God we have a Queen on th 
Throne, who fhuns the Evil, and imitates th 
Good A@ions of her Predeceffors: We have 
her Royal Encouragement to Virtue, and We 
are highly Injurious to our felves,andour Copp 
try, if we do not as one Man promote Her Mz 
jefties Pious Defign of Reformation. 

And therefore in the next Place the Peopk 
ought to Reform themfelves: If every Ma 
would but mend one, we fhould foon haves 
Regular Government. The Men-ders wool 
be proportioned to the Head, and we fhould 
become a Beautiful Body ; by this means % 
“might expec the Bleffing ‘of the Almighty o 
our Armies and Fleets. Thus we fhould engag 
Providence on our fide, and might expe Su- 
cefs, havin ner, proper a to obtain! 
‘This would utterly extinguith the Hopes of 
Pretenders on'a Country where they found its 
Inhabitants confcious of their Duty to a 
and confequently could’ nor be Negli 
of their Civil Liberties. He that con 
Himfelf as a Chriftian, myft of Conrfe con 
| der Himfelf as'a Man. He that knows the hi- 
berty wherein Chrift has fet him Free, cannot 








"Tis want of Confideration which makes Met 
Ignorant in both Refj The beft ion 
~ ieee meted, have been Men of the gr 
tig A Thefe are Accomplifbment 
which render Men fit for the Service of. 
and their Country ; in which none are, fo It 
{trumetital as thofe, who being under the Di 
retion of Confeience think it Belt Duty. 
we were once arrived to this Happy-State, tlt 
Hopes of 4 Pretender to the Crown of Engle 
would be foon extinguifhed, and our Natiad 
would be the Glory of the whole. Earth. 


Advertifement. 


i out 16 of 17 Years old well Educaced, and It 
At cn writes a] ible Hand, and Spetis wells 
a Fa raétable) may be admi 





ae atic ead Notas n very favour? 
fea u sae amend i to the Advertiter ar Perr 


+ Colf Houle, near the Gare that’s between St. 2 Barthe- 
pirat and Litt/e-Brittain, t London. Alle a good 
aie gc cane the fame Age, is wanted. 
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London, Printed by ¥, How, and Sold by B, Bragg, at the Blew-Ball in Avemmary- Lane, 1703: 


be Ignorant of his Liberty,as an Engh/hman, 





